
Members: Log in | Not Registered? Register for free extra services.

Choose Another City:
Site  | News  | Companies  | Jobs

  Search Archive

HOME NEWS SMALL BUSINESS SALES & MKTG REAL ESTATE EVENTS COMMUNITY CAREERS CITY GUIDE MORE TOPICS

Minority Business Report Email Alerts About Us Subscribe - 4 Free Issues

 Subscribe to Philadelphia Business Journal

Print Email Reprints RSS Feeds Add to Del.icio.us Digg This Comments

Related News
(Whole new) World
Cafe

ASU, Penn strike tech
transfer accord

Cooper-Washington
University
discrimination case
heads to trial

Green freeze

Buccini/Pollin enters
market with
22-building portfolio
buy

Small
Business
Center
Successful profiles,
funding news and advice
related to small business

Visit the Small
Business Center

Sales &
Marketing
Sponsored by Hoovers®

Research companies and
get powerful sales tools to
help you succeed

Visit the Sales &
Marketing Center

Commercial
Real Estate
Stay up to date on the
latest news from within the
commercial real estate
industry

Visit Commercial Real
Estate

Beating the
Recession
News, analysis and ideas
that defy the odds and the
times

Visit our Beating the
Recession page

Friday, January 30, 2009

New Castle Report

World Cafe Live planning an encore in
Wilmington
Philadelphia Business Journal - by Peter Van Allen Staff Writer

Correction at bottom of article

Plans for a World Cafe Live site in Wilmington could be finalized this
winter.

The venue would be Wilmington’s historic Queen Theatre, which
opened in 1915 at 500 N. Market St. downtown. The theater was built
in the grand tradition of the era, but has been dark since 1959.

The Light Up the Queen Foundation, a nonprofit, has raised all but
$2 million of the $24 million needed to bring the theater back to life.

Under the planned arrangement, Real Entertainment
Group/World Cafe Live would lease the theater from the Light Up
the Queen Foundation.

It would operate a restaurant, two studios and the 400-seat music
hall. Studios could provide for events like “Free at Noon” concerts, live broadcasts and
occasional interviews to be broadcast on WXPN-FM’s syndicated radio show, “World
Cafe Live.” It would also have space for special events.

Buccini/Pollin Group Inc., which has pioneered much of the revitalization of
downtown Wilmington, will serve as developer and lead the construction.

Five years ago, Real Entertainment, working with WXPN and the Trustees of the
University of Pennsylvania, refurbished the Hajoca building near the Penn campus,
opening it as World Cafe Live.

“[World Cafe Live] has become a poster child for urban revitalization. You take a piece of
urban blight, then turn it into this robust beacon of hope,” said Hal Real, founder and
president of Real Entertainment. “Knock wood, our core business is growing. People seem
to still need music and reasonably priced, good food.”

Wilmington, Real said, would complement the operation in Philadelphia.

“There are a lot of people who live in West Chester or southern Chester County or
northern Delaware who listen to WXPN and who would go to World Cafe Live if it were
closer,” Real said.

However, Real stressed that in this economy nothing can be taken for granted.

“I don’t want to come off as saying this is a done deal, because we still have to raise the
rest of the money,” he said.
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To that end, the Light Up the Queen Foundation launched a series of fundraising concerts,
which are being held at the nearby Crosby Hill Building, 605 N. Market St.

WXPN is also involved in the effort. As part of the series at the Crosby Hill Building, it will
present at least two concerts, including the Feb. 19 show, “XPN Welcomes Light up the
Queen: Sharon Little.”

If the remaining funding can be secured, Real hopes construction can start by March 31. A
20-month construction timeline would mean the Queen would open by the holiday season
in 2010.

Calendars of yore

A Delaware company has found a niche with college football fans.

Asgard Press, which is in downtown Wilmington, publishes calendars, notecards and
stationery using vintage images from a bygone era.

Its best-selling items are calendars featuring illustrations from classic game-day programs
dating as far back at the early 1900s. The images — many of which resemble Saturday
Evening Post covers — feature the old-style leather-helmeted players on the gridiron.

Calendars are compiled for about 60 college programs, including Penn State, Rutgers,
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Michigan and Yale.

Asgard dug up vintage programs at college campuses, museums, historical societies and, it
says, “dusty attics.”

Asgard was founded in 1999, but it wasn’t until founder Peter Shin, a University of
Michigan grad, published a “vintage Michigan” calendar in 2005 that the company saw a
demand for such products.

It also has calendars featuring superheroes and Mad Magazine covers.

The calendars, which retail for $18.95, are printed on recycled paper and use soy-based
inks. The company’s Web site is www.asgardpress.com.

The NEW CASTLE REPORT runs on the last week of the month. If you have something
you’d like to submit, please contact reporter Peter Van Allen at
pvanallen@bizjournals.com or 215-238-5145.

Correction:
An earlier version of this report had the number of seats in the Queen Theatre incorrect.
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